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The Journey Continues 

Had you told me in January that I would be getting on a plane in July and taking a trip across the ocean (or getting on 

a plane and going anywhere, for that matter) I would have said you were dreaming... or possibly crazy.  Not likely to 

happen.  Too many uncertainties and too many unknowns for that to happen.  There’s a pandemic going on and who in 

their right mind would do that?  

 Fast forward to May.   My daughter gets on a plane and flies to Greece.  She’s going to be gone for two 

months and is going to study abroad through programs at UNC.  And she wants to know if I would like to make the 

trip at the end of her time there and travel around Greece with her.  Whether I am in my right mind or not is always 

up for debate.  But taking a trip of a lifetime with my daughter seemed like a no-brainer—even during a pandemic.  

 So, at the end of this month, if the Good Lord’s willing and the creek don’t rise (as the saying goes) I will be 

getting on a plane and flying to Athens to meet my daughter and see as much of Greece as we can possibly manage in 

ten days.  I pray that all things will go as planned and this will actually happen. I may not be totally convinced until the 

plane lands in Athens on July 31st.  But it now appears that I am taking this trip. In the event that things change, 

there is trip insurance.   

 In January, nothing looked very certain.  Nothing, except that we were still trying to worship as well as we 

could, we were still trying to be church as best as we could, and we were still trying to stay healthy in whatever ways 

we could.  And we were still doing our best to trust in the Lord and pray for all to be well again…someday and 

whatever that meant.  Beyond that, the only thing that was certain was change.   

 But, here we are in July and life seems a little more stable and somewhat normal.  Mostly.  There are still too 

many unknowns for me to make definitive declarations about anything or to make too many plans without an 

understanding that those plans could change without a heads-up of any kind.   

 Three years ago this month, I began serving as pastor here at Tryon UMC.  You all welcomed me warmly and 

graciously. Serving as your pastor has been a great blessing and joy for me.  I want to thank you again for the 

continued opportunity to serve with you in ministry to our community and for each other.   

We have done much together in three years.  And nearly 1 ½ years of that time has been during a pandemic.  

So, while it may still be difficult to make long range plans and then keep them, one thing that I can say is that I am 

genuinely excited and thoroughly grateful that I have been walking the journey of life and ministry with you all and 

that we get to continue that for another year.  I give thanks to God every day for the gift that you all are.  I give 

thanks that God brought me to Tryon to serve and to share life with you.  And I give thanks to God for each of you 

and for all that is ahead of us, whatever that means.   

 I will end with words from Numbers 6:24-26:   

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make His face shine upon you,  

and be gracious to you; 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you,  

and give you peace.”  
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                                   July        (Note birthdays and anniversaries in red) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

Gary and Pat 
Turner 

2 

Michael Bunn 
Ted Hiley 

3 

4  Communion 
11:00-Worship 
 

5 
  

6 
. 

7 
“Living in the Spirit” 
Discussion/Study 

10:00 via Zoom, OR 

12:00 in sanctuary 

 

8 
Rachel Mullins 

9 
Frank and Pam 

Monterisi 

10 

11 
11:00-Worship 

2:00-4:00 
Celebration of Jim 
Cole’s life, Harmon 
Field Cabin 
Harrison Turnage 

12 
12:00-Missions 

13 
10:00-11:00 

Comfort Shawl 
3:30-Trustees  

14 
“Living in the Spirit” 
Discussion/Study 

10:00 via Zoom, OR 

12:00 in sanctuary 

3:30-Finance  

5:00-Church Council  

15 
Ezra Palmer 

16  
 

17 

18 
11:00-Worship 

Alice Logue 

Mark and Carol 

McCall 

19 
5:30-AA 
 

20 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

21 
“Living in the Spirit” 
Discussion/Study 

10:00 via Zoom, OR 

12:00 in sanctuary  

Mike and Del Keppel 

22 
 

23 

 
24 

25   
11: 00-Worship 
Virginia Davis 

26 
Ted and Nancy 

Hiley 

27 
10:00-11:00 
Comfort Shawl 
Jim Schrader 

28 
2:00-Page Turners 

29 
Greg and Leslie 

Turnage 

30 

 
 

News and Notes 

What? 

If you are wondering 

what Pam Monterisi is 

doing to Linda Robison, 

no, she is not curling 

her hair.  Pam is taking 

videos of Linda looming 

a shawl.  Why, you 

ask?  It helps Linda 

recall some tips and 

techniques of looming 

when she is home in her 

comfy chair creating a 

beautiful shawl.   

 

Comfort Shawl 

The Comfort Shawl group gathers on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of each month, from 10:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m.   Please join us and bring a friend--we have 

extra tools and plenty of fiber available to teach and 

share the skill of looming a shawl.   As Pat Patrick 

and Linda Robison show in the picture below, we also 

share some mirth each session and close each 

session praying over the new shawls before they are 

delivered. 

 

 

We will meet this month on July 

13th and 27th at 10:00 a.m. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What’s Going On? 
(at Thermal Belt Outreach Ministry) 

Featured Needs for Thermal Belt Outreach 

Each month we highlight specific or seasonal items 

Outreach is collecting to meet the needs of our clients. 

Donations can be dropped off at Outreach (134 White 

Drive, Columbus NC). Current featured needs are: 

 Food focus: pancake mix & syrup, pork & beans, 

mayonnaise, canned tuna, fresh tomatoes, 

watermelon, cantaloupe, and peaches 

 Non-food focus: laundry detergent, Ziploc bags 

(all sizes), toothbrushes and toothpaste, hand 

soap, body soap, cleaning supplies 

 

Welcome Home Baskets 
Another way to give to  

Thermal Belt Outreach Ministry 

Recognizing that affordable rental housing in Polk County 

is scarce, Outreach has begun the work to develop 7 

acres of its property planned to ultimately include 10 to 

12 single family homes. The goal of these affordable 

rental units is to help families transition from difficult or 

no housing to stable housing and ultimately to permanent 

housing within a three year timeframe. 

In 2020, Outreach partnered with Keith Rimer and the 

Polk County High School Construction program to build the 

first two houses.  These houses are now ready for families 

to move in. Both of them have two bedrooms and two 

bathrooms and are just under 1000 square feet.  

Please consider making a donation to TBOM to go 

towards the purchase of household items for 

families who will soon be moving into these rental 

houses.  For more information on the new housing 

initiative, contact Pastor Lynnette.  

 

Life Works 

Life Works is an intensive program designed for 

adults who want to make positive changes and improve 

their lives. Specifically, Life Works is designed to help 

participants:  
 

 obtain and retain better paying jobs 

 get the education &/or vocational training they 

need to achieve career aspirations 

 rent or buy safe and affordable housing 

 build self-esteem and a strong work ethic. 

 

“At Outreach, we have over 7000 visits each 

year from Polk County neighbors requesting 

assistance with food, financial assistance (rent 

& mortgage, utilities, medical and dental) and 

special programs for children (Feed-a-Kid, School 

Supplies and Holiday) and veterans.  Without the 

help of our generous community, we could not 

provide this level of assistance to those in 

need. We're all in this together and at 

Outreach, we're grateful for all you do to help 

our community. Thank you!” 

“The food pantry is a blessing to me and my four 

little girls.  We have had our lives turned upside 

down and I am very thankful for everyones’ help.  

I hope to eventually be in a place where I will be 

able to start helping others, like others have 

helped me.  Thank you so much!” -- Outreach client 

Summer Feed-a-Kid program is Under Way 

Outreach and area churches are partnering again this 

summer to ensure Polk County school children have 

healthy snacks available at home during the summer 

break.  This year 76 children, across 24 families are 

participating. Each week, volunteers from one of the 

churches, meet at Outreach to pack bags full of fresh 

produce and shelf stable items that are delivered to 

families every Thursday. 

 Participating churches are Columbus Baptist Church, 

Congregational Church in Tryon, Holy Cross Episcopal 

Church, Tryon United Methodist Church and First 

Baptist Church in Tryon.   Episcopal Church of the 

Transfiguration and Unitarian Universal Fellowship 

Church are financial supporters of this program. 

https://www.target.com/p/beartown-reprint-by-fredrik-backman-paperback/-/A-53148426?sid=2011&ref=tgt_adv_XS000000&AFID=bing_pla_df&CPNG=PLA_Entertainment%2BShopping&adgroup=SC_Entertainment&LID=700000001230728pbs&network=s&device=c&querystring=beartown%20book%20cover&msclkid=4125db26d0de19fbcd8185a787b703e9&gclid=CPvyrMWRwegCFQPdDQodojgFIg&gclsrc=ds
https://www.target.com/p/beartown-reprint-by-fredrik-backman-paperback/-/A-53148426?sid=2011&ref=tgt_adv_XS000000&AFID=bing_pla_df&CPNG=PLA_Entertainment%2BShopping&adgroup=SC_Entertainment&LID=700000001230728pbs&network=s&device=c&querystring=beartown%20book%20cover&msclkid=4125db26d0de19fbcd8185a787b703e9&gclid=CPvyrMWRwegCFQPdDQodojgFIg&gclsrc=ds


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Greetings from Greece! 

Pastor Lynnette’s message included the wonderful news that she and her daughter Elizabeth will have an 

opportunity to travel in Greece later this summer after Elizabeth completes her study abroad program. 

Elizabeth’s photos offer a foretaste of the delights that lie ahead.  Here are just a few of them.  

 

Page Turners 

At their July meeting, the Page Turners will discuss the 

novel Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver.  How could 

two hardworking people do everything right in life, a 

woman asks, and end up destitute? Willa Knox and her 

husband followed all the rules as responsible parents 

and professionals, and have nothing to show for it but 

debts and an inherited brick house that is falling apart. 

The magazine where Willa worked has folded; the 

college where her husband had tenure has closed.  

Their dubious shelter is also the only option for a disabled father-in-law 

and an exasperating, free-spirited daughter. When the family’s one 

success story, an Ivy-educated son, is uprooted by tragedy he seems 

likely to join them, with dark complications of his own. 

You are invited to join us at 2:00 on Wednesday, July 28th in the  library to 

discuss this timely story. 

 
 

 

Worship Services are Recorded 

If you are not able to join us for 

worship in the sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings, we invite you to view our 

services (which are recorded each 

week) that are available on our 

website or through our Facebook 

page. Services will be posted no 

later than 6:00 PM the following day. 

On our church website, 

www.tryonumc.org, 

use the drop-down menu and select 

“worship video”. 
 

On our church Facebook page, 

www.facebook.com/tumctryon, 

click on the menu item “video”. 
 

(more)   

http://www.tryonumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/tumctryon


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


