
The Easter Shovel Returns 

It wouldn’t be Easter without the Easter Shovel.  Yes, I plan to bring it on Easter Sunday and 

share its lime greenness with you once again. Many of you have seen it before, but if you 

don’t know the story, the short version is that years ago when I was a little girl my parents got 

my brother and me Easter Shovels—not baskets.  Apparently they waited too long to place 

their order with the Easter Bunny and all the Bunny could manage to scrounge up were two 

plastic shovels with candy attached to them.  My brother and I actually thought they were 

cool (which says a lot about how uncool we were). We mostly loved that they doubled as 

“guitars” when we would pretend like we were playing in our pretend rock band.  That’s as 

close as I’ve ever come to being a guitar player. 

I would guess that all of us have some memory of an Easter past that makes us smile.  It 

might be getting your favorite candy in your basket or going on an Easter egg hunt. Maybe 

you dyed eggs at your house or had a special meal on Sunday. Maybe you got a new outfit 

to wear to church or you have a memory of a trip you took with your family if you were out 

of school that week before or after Easter.  

If you have a memory of an Easter in your past, I’d love it if you shared it with me.  Send me 

an email or catch me after church one Sunday and tell me your story. (I know it will be hard 

to top the Easter Shovel but give it your best shot!) 

The earliest mention of the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection was a festival held in 130 A.D. 

For many years, those who wished to become followers of Christ would prepare for that 

during the season of Lent and be baptized as Christians on Easter Sunday.  There are many 

symbols and words that will be seen and heard in worship Easter Sunday that remind us of 

the transformative significance of this day.  The declarations that “He is risen!” the 

“Alleluias!”, Lilies, butterflies, white and gold paraments, eggs, flowering crosses.  

Whatever memory or symbol or word or phrase that calls out to you this Easter, my prayer for 

all of us will be that they help direct our attention to the true joy of Easter--the incredible joy 

we can all experience in hearing the Good News of the Risen Christ.  May we know that joy 

and share that incredible message of love.  May our ears and eyes and hearts be open to 

receiving the message that is the best news of all:  He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! 

May God bless and keep you all.  I wish you peace.  

Pastor Lynnette 
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News and Notes 

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands! 

We all loved taking part in the children’s time 

when El i and Malcolm helped Pastor Lynnette 

lead us in singing this wonderful old children’s 

favorite.  Here they are with Pastor Lynnette, 

their Grandmother Sharon and great-grand-

mother Marie Vehorn at church on Sunday. 

 

The Page Turners 
2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 27  

         We have a special treat in store for us when 

Lynn Montgomery’s friend, author Meredith Ritchie, leads us in a discussion of her novel, Poster Girls. 

After Maggie Sloan’s unwanted southern migration, an upside-down world in 1943 offers the 

military wife and mother a job at Charlotte’s largest wartime employer--the massive and 

dangerous Shell Assembly Plant.  Friendship and loyalty against all odds, grief, and the 

tumult of war all weave together to create a story that will remain long after the final 

page is turned. It is a book to be savored. 

You will also want to mark your calendar for Thursday May 12th at 11:00 a.m. to come to 

the Lanier Library in Tryon to meet Meredith Ritchie and hear her talk about her book. 

Poster Girls is available on Amazon. Please see Lynn Montgomery for further information. 

“Smoke on the Mountain” 

Feet were tapping throughout our Sunday church 

service recently, when the cast of “Smoke on the 

Mountain” gave the choir a break and treated 

everyone to a rendition of some of the good old 

Southern Gospel tunes they sang as the “Sanders 

Family” when the Tryon Little Theater offered its 

Spring musical performances of the 2022 season. 

Our Choir Director, Pam McNeil, served as Music 

Director for “Smoke on the Mountain” and once 

again, she and her colleagues completely outdid 

themselves. Kudos to all!  

Food for the Soul 

The Food for the Soul Ministry at Tryon UMC continues to provide simple soup meals to our 

congregation members and friends as needed. The frozen soup inventory is reviewed and updated 

routinely. Currently, we have a need for donations of frozen soup to meet future requests and needs. 

If you are in a position to make some homemade soup to help us restock our church freezer, please 

contact our coordinator, Debby Wallace. She will be happy to talk with you on how to donate to this 

wonderful ministry area.  

 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dates to Remember for Lent and Easter 

Holy Week Services 

 

Palm Sunday, April 10, 2022.  11:00 a.m. Sanctuary. 

 

 

Wednesday, April 13, 2022 at 12:00 p.m.  

Walking with Jesus as We Recall Good Friday -- A Holy Week Event  

The Rev. Melinda McDonald will offer an interactive meditation 

experience that is a modified form of the Stations of the Cross for 

TUMC on Wednesday, April 13, 2022. Please bring your journals so 

you can do some responsive writing. The nine stations will be located 

upstairs and downstairs on the way to the sanctuary. The last station 

happens in the sanctuary. This experience will be a time for 

reflection and prayer as we recall Jesus' last hours in preparation for 

Good Friday. 

 A love offering for financial help to send to Baby Eloise/Ella Call's 

family (her son/granddaughter) in FL would be greatly appreciated. 

Eloise/Ella is the baby for whom TUMC has been praying. 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Service, April 14, 2022.  5:30 p.m. Sanctuary. 

 

 

Good Friday, April 15, 2022.   5:30 p.m. Ecumenical Community Service,  

hosted by the Thermal Belt Ministerial Association.  

 Tryon First Baptist Church 

Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022.   

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. 

Tryon Fine Arts Center Outdoor Amphitheater,  

hosted by Tryon UMC, Tryon First Baptist Church, Tryon Presbyterian, and 

the Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

Traditional Sunday Service at 11:00 a.m., Tryon UMC Sanctuary  

 

    

   (Easter Monday, April 18, 2022.  Office will be closed.) 

 

GICLEE PRINT OF MEDITATION ‘THE PRAYER’ BY ALEXEJ VON JAWLENSKY. 

https://www.target.com/p/beartown-reprint-by-fredrik-backman-paperback/-/A-53148426?sid=2011&ref=tgt_adv_XS000000&AFID=bing_pla_df&CPNG=PLA_Entertainment%2BShopping&adgroup=SC_Entertainment&LID=700000001230728pbs&network=s&device=c&querystring=beartown%20book%20cover&msclkid=4125db26d0de19fbcd8185a787b703e9&gclid=CPvyrMWRwegCFQPdDQodojgFIg&gclsrc=ds
https://www.target.com/p/beartown-reprint-by-fredrik-backman-paperback/-/A-53148426?sid=2011&ref=tgt_adv_XS000000&AFID=bing_pla_df&CPNG=PLA_Entertainment%2BShopping&adgroup=SC_Entertainment&LID=700000001230728pbs&network=s&device=c&querystring=beartown%20book%20cover&msclkid=4125db26d0de19fbcd8185a787b703e9&gclid=CPvyrMWRwegCFQPdDQodojgFIg&gclsrc=ds


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lenten Studies for 2022 

Join Pastor Lynnette for a  six- week journey of study, discussion, prayers, and reflections through 

Bible Study and Lenten Meditations based on  In View of God’s Mercy, by David Boyd.    Each 

week during the season of Lent we will explore the life, death and resurrection of Christ through 

the lens of God’s mercy in this scripture-based study for the season of Lent.   The series extends 

from Sunday, March 6 through Wednesday, April 13. 

 

Sunday Bible Study – 9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

In addition to our time of worship on Sunday mornings, a 6-week Bible 

study using the material by David Boyd will meet at 9:45 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Study materials by David Boyd are available in the 

small hallway between the elevator and the inside entrance to the 

sanctuary.  

Wednesday Lenten Meditations – 12 noon 

A quiet time of meditation and reflection in the sanctuary is followed by a light lunch 

in the Comfort Shawl Room. Lenten Meditations continue through April 13th. 

 

 

Reminders 

Worship Services:  If you are not able to join us for worship in the sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings, we invite you to seek out recordings of them on our church website or on 

Facebook (now Meta).  They will be available no later than 6:00 p.m. the following day.  

On our church website, www.tryonumc.org, use the dropdown menu and select “Worship 

Video.” 

On our church’s Facebook (Meta) page, www.facebook.com/tumctryon, click on the 

menu item “Video”. 

Offerings:  We continue to encourage you to make your offerings to the church so that we can 

continue to operate and take care of the essential day-to-day things to keep us functioning as 

a church. You can give in-person on Sunday; you can mail in your offering or come by and 

drop it in our locked mailbox; you can also give on-line with your credit card (click on the link 

on our website under Giving).   

Sisters in Service is a group of Tryon UMC women who support ministries which benefit 

women and children in our church, community and around the world.  They meet in the 

church library at 1:00 p.m. on the second Monday of each month. All are welcome. 

Choir practices at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday night and at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings.  

New choir members are always welcome. 

Handbell choir: Handbell rehearsal takes place at 6 PM every Wednesday.  If you are 

interested in being a “ringer” please let Pam McNeil  know!  

Methodist Men’s Group A Men’s Group has formed to learn more about the Bible and engage 

in discussions on matters important to them. The group meets in the Library every other Sunday 

at 9:45 a.m. (see the calendar.)  The meetings  are informal and all men are invited. Contact 

Jim Holly for more information (803-221-4276). 

 

 

http://www.tryonumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/tumctryon


St. Luke C.M.E. Church   
Calendar 



 

 

Upcoming Opportunities 

Sign-Up for Sacred Conversations 

Sacred Conversations on Faith & 

Race is a collaboration of The 

Congregational Church, UCC in Tryon 

Tryon, St. Luke C.M.E. Church, and 

Tryon United Methodist Church, that is 

open to all.  

We meet on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 

of the month on Zoom. Readings, 

short videos, or discussion topics will 

be distributed prior to the meeting. 

Preparation is not required to partici- 

pate in these discussions, but it is encouraged.  Topics will be chosen to help us dig deeper 

in these sacred conversations, and move us towards working for personal and societal 

transformation and justice. 

Bring open minds and hearts as we discuss race and faith, working to build the beloved 

community with God. We are always open to collaborating with other faith communities 

as interest is expressed. We look forward to continuing this ongoing, community-wide 

conversation. 

Sacred Conversations: Equity Training 

Sacred Conversations on Faith and Race will be hosting Equity Training with Dr. Joseph Fox. 

Mark your calendars for Saturdays, April 23, April 30, & May 7, from 10-11:30 AM. Equity 

training will be held at The Congregational Church, UCC in Tryon. We encourage you to 

attend in person for the full experience, but we will offer a hybrid option. Details to follow 

about cost and registration. 

Soul Care in African American Practice 

Award-winning author, Dr. Barbara Peacock, will present “Soul Care in African American 

Practice” on April 11 at Gardner-Webb University.  

In her book by the same title, Dr. Peacock examines the lives and soul care practices of 10 

significant men and women―Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Darrell 

Griffin, Renita Weems, Harold Carter, Jessica Ingram, Coretta Scott King, James 

Washington, and Howard Thurman. The publication received the “Christianity Today” 

Award of Merit. Hosted by the GWU School of Divinity and the Bonnie Price Chair for 

Christian Formation and Leadership, the event begins with lunch at 11:30 a.m. in Faith Hall 

of Tucker Student Center. The first lecture is from 12:15 to 12:50 p.m. and the second one is 

from 1 to 1:35 p.m. A time of Q&A will be held from 1:35 to 1:45 p.m. The cost for lunch is 

$10. 

For more information, contact Pastor Lynnette at the church:  828-859-9218. 

 

Learn. Engage.  Act. 

A collaboration of  

The Congregational Church,  
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