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What Next??? 

The letter begins:  

Dear Lynnette: The Book of Disciple of the United Methodist Church requires that every pastor be appointed for one year 

at a time.  On behalf of the Western North Carolina Cabinet, I am pleased to inform you that you will again be appointed 

Pastor of Tryon in the Blue Ridge District, effective July 1, 2022.  We believe this will continue to be a good appointment 

for both you and your church. 

And it is signed by the District Superintendent Mark Ralls.  (who graciously stepped into the pulpit on Sunday May 8
th

 while I 

was attending Elizabeth’s graduation at UNC-Chapel Hill.  More on that in a moment…) 

So, if you were wondering, I’ll be sticking around for another year and beginning year #5 with you all!  WOW! And YAY!  I am 

thankful for the re-appointment and grateful that I can be with you all another year.  

When I began serving here in July 2018, all of us entered into new waters for us to figure out how to navigate on many levels.  

And we have.  We have figured out how to do life together and serve God together. We have, in fact, done a lot together in four 

years, including surviving a pandemic and being able to walk forward from over two years of figuring out how to be and do, not 

knowing exactly what would be waiting for us each day.  Over half of my service at Tryon UMC has been under the cloud of a 

pandemic.  Not exactly what I (or you all) expected or counted on.  But, let me just say that I give thanks that we have done this 

together and I praise God and give thanks for each one of you every day.  You have helped me to be a better minister and 

person. You have no idea how much I appreciate those gifts and how much I love you all. I don’t have the words to properly 

express that to you, but I hope you know it’s the truth.   

When I started at Tryon, Elizabeth had just graduated from high school.  This month she will graduate from college (and turn 

22). James had just finished his 10
th

 grade year.  Now, as he is about to turn 20 (this month) he’s finding his way in the college 

world and trying to figure out which paths are open to him and which ones make sense for him to follow, at least for now. 

Again, I say, WOW! In moments like these, we say things like, “time sure does fly” or  “how did THAT happen so fast???” as if  it 

surprises us that the hours turn into days that turn into weeks that turn into months that turn into years, etc., etc.    

We should not be surprised at all.  This is how it works.  Ecclesiastes wisely reminds us that there is a season and time to every 

purpose under heaven.  We are all living in our respective seasons and each one is a gift to be respected, embraced, and 

enjoyed.  And as I mark the ending of another journey around the sun and the beginning of the next one (also this month), I am 

reminded of the joy of what has been and the excitement and challenges of what comes next.   

What awaits us in this 5
th

 year of the journey together?  Probably more than we know.  But I expect we will not be bored. In 

fact, I’m pretty sure we won’t have time to be bored.  There is too much God has in mind for us and too much we know we are 

called to do and be for us to have any notion that we will have too much time on our hands. I promise you that we won’t be 

sitting around twiddling our thumbs.   

I agree with the folks who made the decision about my appointment; I believe this will continue to be a good appointment for 

all of us.  So far,so good. I really can’t wait to see what God has in store for us in the days ahead.  

May God bless us and keep us as we go.   

I wish you peace.  

Pastor Lynnette 
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News and Notes 

 
Caregiving:   

 Planning for the Future of Your Loved One  

(and You!) 

May 11, 2022 -- 1:00 – 4:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall, Tryon United Methodist Church 

 AARP’s – Prepare to Care   

 -Jane Armstrong, MSW 

 Caregiver Resources 

 -Danielle Williams, BSW, 

Caregiver Specialist, Foothills Regional 

Commission,  Area Agency on Aging 

 Nursing Home Care: How-To Start the Discussion, 

Choose a Facility and Advocate for Your Loved one 

-Lori Simpson, Ombudsman, Polk County,  

       Foothills Regional Commission, AAA 

 

To Register:  Call Tryon UMC at 828-859-9218.   
Leave your name, phone number and email address. 

Registration is Limited to 30 Participants – Free workshop. 

(Please contact the office if you need to cancel to make room 
for anyone who may be on a waiting list.) 

 

Feed A Kid Summer Meal Program 
New and Improved for 2022 

Tryon UMC is one of seven churches in Polk County who will, 

again, partner with Outreach in Columbus, NC to help feed 

school children over a ten-week period throughout the 

summer.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to be the 

people God calls us to be. Our church volunteers will see many 

improvements which have been put in place this summer each 

designed to better serve the Polk County families and to create 

a more positive experience for church volunteers.  

As we get closer to summer, please watch for additional 

bulletin announcements on the various ways our congregation 

can participate in this worthwhile community partnership. 

--Pam Monterisi, liaison between Outreach and Tryon UMC 

 

  

Page Turners 
On Wednesday, May 25th at 2:00, the 

Page Turners book club will discuss The 

Island of Sea Women by Lisa See. Mi-ja 

and Young-sook, two girls living on the 

Korean island of Jeju, are best friends who 

come from very different backgrounds. 

When they are old enough, they begin 

working in the sea with their village’s all-

female diving collective, led by Young-

sook’s mother. As the girls take up 

their 

positions as baby divers, they know they are beginning a life of 

excitement and responsibility—but also danger. 

All are invited to join us in the church library as we explore this 

fascinating novel. Contact Lynn Montgomery (817-4391) if you 

have questions. 

Future Planning for Your Loved One and You 

Bette Davis coined the phrase, “Getting old ain't for sissies”.  She 

was right!  It takes a great deal of organizing and planning, 

making sure our physical and health care needs are met.  

However, sometimes it’s easy for us to simply neglect our future.  

It takes more energy than we want to use to prepare for the 

“what ifs” that all of us face.  Sometimes we say to ourselves, “I’ll 

worry about that when the time comes.”  But, when we fail to 

plan well, this process will likely become an even more stressful 

decision-making process.  

So, you are invited to do some of this good and necessary work 

at an upcoming workshop entitled Caregiving: Planning for the 

Future of Your Loved One (and You!).  There is no cost to 

attend. (See details in the flyer at left.)  

An excellent group of experienced and knowledgeable 

professionals will be conducting this workshop and answering 

questions you might have about planning and implementing 

those plans.  Workshop leaders are:  

--Jane Armstrong, MSW and Geriatric Specialist 

   Danielle Williams, Caregiver Specialist,  

   Foothills Regional Commission, AAA 

--Lori Simpson, Polk County Ombudsman, from the Foothills 

   Regional Commission (Isothermal Planning and  

   Development Commission) Area Agency on Aging staff 

--Denise Young, Alzheimer’s Association 

There will also be information available from the Alzheimer’s 

Association, Spartanburg County Area Agency on Aging, the 

Landrum Parkinson’s Caregiver Support Group, Polk County 

Health and Senior Programs and AARP.   

For more information or to register to attend, please call the 

office at 859-9218.  Leave your name, phone number, and email 

address.  

 

 

 

https://www.target.com/p/beartown-reprint-by-fredrik-backman-paperback/-/A-53148426?sid=2011&ref=tgt_adv_XS000000&AFID=bing_pla_df&CPNG=PLA_Entertainment%2BShopping&adgroup=SC_Entertainment&LID=700000001230728pbs&network=s&device=c&querystring=beartown%20book%20cover&msclkid=4125db26d0de19fbcd8185a787b703e9&gclid=CPvyrMWRwegCFQPdDQodojgFIg&gclsrc=ds
https://www.target.com/p/beartown-reprint-by-fredrik-backman-paperback/-/A-53148426?sid=2011&ref=tgt_adv_XS000000&AFID=bing_pla_df&CPNG=PLA_Entertainment%2BShopping&adgroup=SC_Entertainment&LID=700000001230728pbs&network=s&device=c&querystring=beartown%20book%20cover&msclkid=4125db26d0de19fbcd8185a787b703e9&gclid=CPvyrMWRwegCFQPdDQodojgFIg&gclsrc=ds


 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

An able and career-focused woman, Colleen served as comptroller for a large 
conglomerate headquartered in Charlotte, NC, where she most of her adult life.  Later, 
she became a project manager for industrial construction during a time when few women 
were entering this field.  She mentored many young professionals throughout her career. 

At Tryon UMC, she has been a blessing to many of us, participating in the life of the 
church when she was able, offering friendship and gracious good will, and serving as an 
inspiration by her life well and fully lived.  

--Circuit Writer, February 2021 

“My memories of Colleen are those of a woman who faced the things in life that were 
before her with quiet grace, courage and all the strength she could muster…strength that 
she knew came from God.  Whether visiting with others after worship, joining a Bible 
study on Zoom during the pandemic, or trying to heal from the things that affected her 
physical well-being, Colleen always brought with her an insight that only she could have 
and share. And what she offered to us all was a sense of peace.  I never heard her 
complain about the things that caused her pain or discomfort.   

“Today, as we remember Colleen and celebrate her long and colorful and full life, I pray 
that each of us will remember that we are beloved children of God. I pray that you will 
know that peace and love that Colleen knew.”  

--Pastor Lynnette Sills, April 21, 2022 

Memorial Services 
One of the hardest aspects of the pandemic has been the inability to gather as a family at times of loss—to grieve, to remember, 
to honor and celebrate… and to find peace.  Two services were held recently:  one for Nancy Marburg, who died November 20, 

2019, and the other for Colleen Hibbard who died January 10, 2021.  Here are a few excerpts from each of those services that will 
help us remember why their lives were so important to us. 

“Nancy as I knew her was gifted with a fertile mind, a mind that responded thoughtfully, creatively, and sometimes whimsically to 
the world around her. For all her soft-spoken demeanor and kind heart, she often displayed a probing intellect and a keen wit. As a 
tribute to her quality of mind, I'm going to read three brief excerpts from Nancy's letters--musings that she wanted to share with 
someone (we don't know who, we don't know when). These passages along with several others were recently found in a box of 
family cards and Letters….  So this is Nancy in her own voice: Three small windows on a fantastically fertile mind.” 

--David Long, cousin 
 

 
 
 

“What I will always remember about Nancy in those moments shortly before she died was that she had such a 
presence of peace about her.  She did not seem frightened or anxious or distressed.  She was very much at peace.  It 
wasn’t so much that she was resigned to an ending so much as she was grateful for the life she had and grateful for 
her family and her friends and her faith.  These were the people and the things that mattered to her.” 

--Pastor Lynnette Sills 

-- I guess Winter has always been compelled to make at least one last firm stand.  Like an 
angry tenant being evicted. I'm listening to that dispute today. But Spring has already begun 
redecorating the place- she's brought along some of her clothes. She's letting that angry old 
man have a few angry old words, and then he'll scuff and rumble off somewhere. 

- I guess Winter has always been compelled to make at least one last firm stand.  Like 
an angry tenant being evicted. I'm listening to that dispute today. But Spring has 
already begun redecorating the place- she's brought along some of her clothes. She's 
letting that angry old man have a few angry old words, and then he'll scuff and 
rumble off somewhere.” 

-- I think there are a lot of "closet" puzzle lovers. They're usually regarded as personae non 
gratae, pesterers and perturbers. Maybe puzzlement frustrates some people. Maybe they are 
saving their minds for the REALLY BIG puzzles- like the meaning of life or the whereabouts of God 
in a world run amuck. Personally, I'm idiotically pleased just to guess a riddle.” 

I think there are a lot of "closet" puzzle lovers. They're usually regarded as personae 
non gratae, pesterers and perturbers. Maybe puzzlement frustrates some people. 
Maybe they are saving their minds for the REALLY BIG puzzles- like the meaning of life 
or the whereabouts of God in a world run amuck. Personally, I'm idiotically pleased just to 
guess a riddle.” 

-- I know you're aware of a peculiar thing people tend to do when weather like this arises. That 
is,     stand … facing the emptiest view and gaze into space--eyes unfocused.  Did you ever 
wonder why? I think I've found out. They're listening to their bones and blood. The turn in the 
weather incites a vague but urging primal instruction--the hard-learned lessons of our 
ancestors, type-set in nucleic acids, whispering down nerve fibers, the things that will save us.” 

“I remember Nancy’s telling me about these baby possums she found.  …She was trying to figure out how they could be 
saved and if she could help in any way to ensure their safety….  She didn’t care about any inconvenience to her or if it was 
practical (or even legal) to keep baby possums at her house.  Her concern was for the life of another creature.” 

Colleen Hibbard 

Nancy Marburg 



 

   

  

Calendar 

Jim & 

Charlotte 

Holly 



 

Choir practices at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday night and  

at 10:30 AM on Sunday mornings.  New choir members 

are always welcome. 

Handbell choir: Handbell rehearsal takes place at 6 PM 

every Wednesday.  If you are interested in being a 

“ringer” please let Pam McNeil  know!  

Methodist Men’s Group A Men’s Group has formed to 

learn more about the Bible and engage in discussions on 

matters important to them. The group meets in the 

Library every other Sunday at 9:45 a.m. (see the calendar.)  

The meetings  are informal and all men are invited. 

Contact Jim Holly for more information (803-221-4276).  

Sisters in Service is a group of Tryon UMC women who 

support ministries which benefit women and children 

in our church, community and around the world.  They 

meet in the church library at 1:00 p.m. on the second 

Monday of each month. All are welcome. 

Comfort Shawl ministry meets on the second and fourth 

Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

Celebrating God’s Creation: Thoughts for Tryon UMC 

Savanna Cashion, our new Administrative Assistant, grew up on a farm in southwestern Ohio before her family moved 
to the lush mountains of North Carolina.  She grew up with a deep reverence for God’s creation and a persistent pull to 
protect the natural beauty of the place she calls home.  Whether it’s the way her heart catches when she sees birds in 
flight or the ways a cool, clear stream feels on bare feet on a hot summer day, Savanna knows what so many of us 
know: we are all better when our environment is healthy.   

We are called to be good stewards of God’s creation.  Some of the first words that God has for the first human being 
was that he and humanity were to tell us of one of our main vocations—to care for what God has created. Savanna’s 
background in biology has shaped a call to her to use that and share that with us.   

Savanna and Pastor Lynnette would like to begin conversations with those in our church and community who have an 
interest in combining our faith and our desire to be good stewards of creation.  There are any number of ways we 
could imagine the ways we do that with our gifts and offer opportunities to use them.   

If you are interested in having conversations to explore what that might look like for us, please contact Savanna or 
Pastor Lynnette to share that interest.  We hope to have a gathering later in May or early June to see where we go 
from here.  Call the office or send an email to let us know you’d like to be part of the conversation.  

We look forward to hearing from you and hearing your ideas!  

 
 

Worship Services:  If you are not able to join us for 

worship in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, we 

invite you to seek out recordings of them on our 

church website or on Facebook (now Meta).  They 

will be available no later than 6:00 p.m. the 

following day.  

On our church website, www.tryonumc.org, use the 

dropdown menu and select “Worship Video.”  

On our church’s Facebook (Meta)* page, click on 
the menu item “Video”. 

Offerings:  We continue to encourage you to make your 

offerings to the church so that we can continue to 

operate and take care of the essential day-to-day things 

to keep us functioning as a church. You can give in-

person on Sunday; you can mail in your offering or come 

by and drop it in our locked mailbox; you can also give 

on-line with your credit card (click on the link on our 

website under Giving).   

*www.facebook.com/tumctryon 

http://www.tryonumc.org/


 


