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Remaining in the United Methodist Church 

Following a time of invitation for congregational input and consideration of the thoughts and feelings that were 
offered in recent months, especially this past month; after reviewing and discussing the comments offered by 
members of the congregation; after careful, thoughtful, prayerful consideration, the Tryon UMC Church Council 
voted unanimously at its meeting on Wednesday, August 31st to continue our affiliation with the United Methodist Church.   

For those who offered comments and thoughts, know that each of those was read thoroughly, and they were 
valued, respected, and heard by the Council before a decision was made.  

At this time Church Council does not intend to consider further discussion regarding our affiliation with the United 
Methodist Church. The decision to remain affiliated with the UMC is one that Church Council agrees is the right 
decision for our congregation.  

It is the hope and intent of Council that the congregation will receive this decision with grace and that we now move 
forward together as a family of faith whose Mission is to seek to answer God’s call to be Disciples of Christ, with the 
vision of sharing the hope, peace, grace, and love of Jesus Christ; to worship God and nurture spiritual growth; to 
grow in understanding of the Bible and its revelation; and to serve the needs of our neighbors near and far.  

Governance Model for Tryon UMC 

On Wednesday, August 31st, after nearly a year of discussion and consideration by the Nominating and Lay Leadership 
Committee and approximately seven months of discussion with Church Council, the Church Council has voted to 
change the governance model for how Tryon UMC will conduct the business ministry of the church.   

Here’s what this means:  

• Nominating and Lay Leadership Committee and Church Council will continue to work in months ahead with Rev. 
Kelly Dotson who has been educating and assisting us in the discussions leading up to this decision. She will now 
begin helping us form the new configuration of the Church Council and will help guide us on how we can 
transition to a more effective form of governance of church business. We believe this will allow for more time 
and resources to focus on the work and ministry of our church.  

• A letter will be sent to the Blue Ridge District Superintendent to formally request a special Charge Conference in 
September that allows us to make this transition.  

• Nominating and Lay Leadership Committee will be working to choose the first of the leaders for the new Church 
Council. The number of leaders will be a minimum of 9 people but may consist of as many as 13 members.  

• Quarterly meetings will be held with the congregation to inform you of the work being done and the progress of 
that work. Those will also be times when questions, concerns, suggestions, and ideas can be shared about the 
work and ministry of the church and offerings can be made to church leadership regarding the administration 
and business of the church.  

• Assessments will be made throughout the next year to determine ways in which we may need to change or 
improve this governance model for the benefit of our congregation and those we serve.  

The Nominating and Lay Leadership Committee and the Church Council appreciate the input and suggestions that 
have already been offered and have been considered in making this decision.  We believe this is a needed and 
welcomed change for the governance of our church and look forward to the new ways we will be able to do the 
work and ministry of our church in the years to come.   
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News and Notes 

The Page Turners 

The Page Turners book for September is The 
Kurdish Bike by Alesa Lightbourne. Inspired 
by the incredible true story of an American 
teacher in northern Iraq, The Kurdish Bike is 
a gripping, compassionate and often wry 
tale of adventure set in one of the world’s 
least understood cultures. It is 2010, and 
Theresa Turner responds to an online ad for  

“courageous teachers to help rebuild a war-torn country.”  
 
Landing in a repressive school for Kurd elites, she yearns to 
experience the "real” Kurdistan, buys a bicycle, and 
explores the nearby villages and countryside. When she is 
befriended by a local widow, Theresa is embroiled in the 
joys and agonies of traditional Kurds, especially the women 
who survived Saddam’s genocide only to be crippled by 
age-old restrictions, female genital mutilation (FGM), 
brutality and honor killings.  

We will meet on Wednesday, September 28 at 2:00 p.m. in 
the church library. Everyone is welcome, even if you haven’t 
read the book! 

--Lynn Montgomery 

SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday, October 22, 2022 
 

…for this festive fundraising event in the church 

fellowship hall sponsored by Sisters in Service 

and United Methodist Men. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

There will be two seatings for the dinner 
(4:30 pm and 6:00 pm) 

and a very limited number of takeout meals. 
The cost per ticket will be a minimum donation of $15. 

  
You will be able to reserve your specific 

 seating time with Charlotte Holly. 
Telephone:  803- 215.2678 

Email: charlottedholly77@gmail.com 
 
Checks payable to TUMC or cash will be accepted to 
confirm your reservations.  Tickets will be provided 

once the payment is received. 
 

ITALIAN 

DINNER 

The Western North Carolina  
Annual Conference 2022 

The message and tone of the 2022 Western North 
Carolina Annual Conference was clear and poignant; 
the future of the United Methodist Church is filled 
with hope that all people know they have a home in 
the United Methodist Church; the hope of a future 
with ALL people who see the best in one another. 
The hope is that we lean into our differences, listen 
and learn to love God and other people more.  

Throughout my weekend at Annual Conference, I 
listened  to clergy and laity who spoke to the entire 
body of delegates and I noted conversations I had 
the privilege to listen in on during meals and breaks 
between sessions. My take-away from those 
conversations and sessions is that while there are 
concerns that divide us there is much more that 
unite us. The Church must take what society brings 
and look at elements of change through the lens of 
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Our response to 
those societal challenges must lift people up and 
embrace the talents and abilities that they were 
given by their Creator. To embrace change through 
any other lens causes people harm…it causes 
people to be dismissed…and causes hopelessness.  

            ---Pam Monterisi 
Tryon UMC Lay Delegate to the Western  

 North Carolina Annual Conference 2022 
 

 

“Many thanks to TUMC for providing a wonderful 
breakfast feast for Saluda teachers for their TGIF 
celebration before the students arrive !” 

--Pam McNeil, Saluda School music teacher  

mailto:charlottedholly77@gmail.com


 

 

Covered Dish Sunday Meals 

It was a joy finally to be able to sit down for 
Sunday lunch as a church family last month!  
Take a look at some of the folks who enjoyed 
our grand regathering in August. 

 
And there’s more good news! 
 
Everything is better with  
ice cream and good food! 

 
Join us for another potluck lunch after worship 
on Sunday, September 25, 2022.  Bring a side 
dish and your favorite ice cream topping!  Meat, 
drinks, and chocolate and vanilla ice cream will 
be provided. 

 
Invite friends to join us for worship and 

lunch (or just lunch) and let’s enjoy time 

together in September.  
 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 

in the Fellowship Hall after Worship 
 
 
 



All finished! 
School Supplies for Teachers 

We’ve all been aware that school supplies 
are a major back-to-school expense for 
students.  Volunteers from TUMC and other 

 area churches worked together with Polk County Outreach this summer to provide back-to-school supplies to 
local students.  Recognizing that teachers also have significant classroom expenses, Outreach and church 
volunteers gathered again in our Fellowship Hall to assemble individual containers for every teacher in Polk 
County.  Here’s the last installment on its way to some happy teachers. 

 

The Community Chorus' accompanist, Pam McNeil, 
was recently recognized at the Chorus’ annual meeting for 

her contributions over the past 32 years.  

At the meeting, Board President Linda Lee Reynolds 

presented Pam with a monetary gift and Board Member Art 

Brown presented her with a Paul Keenan print of “Morris 

Leads the Chorus,” a gift from former Community Chorus 

director Betty Brewer.  

Reynolds said, “Without Pam’s knowledge, talent, and skill as 

an accompanist, the Community Chorus would not be able to 

put together such outstanding concerts. She’s not only an 

exceptional musician in her own right but is happy to lead 

rehearsals when called upon and work with the singers both 

individually and in groups.” 

Pam was first recruited as an accompanist in 1990 by then-director 

Anton Cedervall, and she has remained a constant and integral 

member of the organization through sixty-three concerts, 756 

 rehearsals, and some fifteen chorus directors later! In addition to the Community Chorus (and TUMC!), Pam has played 

for and directed productions with Tryon Little Theater, churches, musicals, parties, and friends.  She also teaches 

music at Saluda Elementary School. 
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Calendar 

Rehearsals for the Community Chorus 2022 Christmas concert get underway at 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 3 at Tryon 
Presbyterian Church. The Christmas Concert, under the direction of Dell Morgan--and accompanied by Pam--is set 
for Sunday, Dec. 11, at Polk County High School. 
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Creation Care, a new ministry, will meet for a light 

lunch and discussion on Wednesday September 

21st at 12:00 p.m. in the church office to discuss 

how creation care at TUMC can benefit our 

church and community.  Please sign up with 

Savanna in the office if you would like to attend. 

The prayer shawl that all 

of you so lovingly shared 

with our dear friend 

Maggie Sacks.  It was 

titled Wrapped in Prayer. 

                  --Charlotte Holly 

Notes of Gratitude 

Here’s how you can join us for worship  

at Tryon UMC: 

 In-person worship is held each Sunday at 11:00 

a.m. in our Sanctuary.   

 View our recorded worship service on our 

website at www.tryonumc.org.  Use the 

dropdown menu and select “Worship Video.” 

 Recorded services are available on our Facebook 

page at www.facebook.com/tumctryon. 

  Click the menu item “video”. 

 

 

Support the Ministries at Tryon UMC 

 Your offering and gifts to Tryon UMC make it 

possible for us to do the work and ministry 

God calls us to do in our community, as well as 

continue the day-to-day operations of the 

church. 

 Here’s how you can give: 

 In-person during Sunday worship services. 

 Drop off your offering in our locked mailbox 

outside the church office. 

 Give on-line with your credit card through our 

website at www.tryonumc.org.  Click on the 

“giving” link to make your offering. 

 

 

Regular Gatherings 

 Men’s Group meets in the library every other 

Sunday at 9:45 a.m.  Upcoming meetings:  July 

31st & August 14th.                                                 

Contact Jim Holly (803-221-4276). 

 Comfort Shawls meets in person every 2nd and 

4th Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.  If you don’t know 

how to knit or loom, someone will be happy to 

show you.  Contact Jane Armstrong if you have 

questions.  Upcoming meetings:  July 26th, 

August 9th, and August 23rd. 

 AA Meetings:  Meets on Monday evenings at 

5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Living Clean:  Meets on Thursday evenings at 

6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

 Sisters in Service meet on the 2nd Monday of 

the month at 1:00 p.m. 

 

…Ken, (daughter) Heather, and I are 

blown away by the kindness shown to 

us by your church.  The prayer shawl for 

our newborn granddaughter and the 

attached card are precious.  Please tell 

those on the Prayer shawl Ministry how 

deeply touched we are by the prayer 

and purpose that went into the shawl.  

We will at some point send them a note.  

Again, thanks for everything. 

                                         --Suzanne Putnam 
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