
November 2022
THANK YOU!

(From This Man from Lebanon: A Study of Kahlil Gibran by Barbara Young)
One afternoon there came down the steps and into the bright room [of the bookshop in the Brevoort Hotel in New York
City] a little old lady in gray. She had a sort of wistful look on her face, but she smiled and looked around a little timidly.
“Can I help you?” I asked.
“Well—I don’t know,” she said, “but I hope so.”
I waited.
“You see,” she went on, “I want a book…and I don’t know the name of it.”
“Who wrote the book?”
“Well, I don’t know that either.” She looked a little bewildered.
“What kind of a book—poetry or a novel? Essays—biography?”
“I…I don’t really know.” Then she braced up and stated the case. “you see, a friend wrote me a letter and told me
about the book. I’ve lost the letter, and I can’t remember the name of the book or of the author. But there was
something my friend quoted from the book. It said, ‘Your pain is the breaking of the shell that enclosed your
understanding.’”
I went to the bookshelf, took down a copy of The Prophet, and turned to the chapter on Pain. I remember the look that
swept across her sweet little old face. She took the book into her hands. She read the line, the page. She went and sat
down in one of the comfortable needle-point chairs that were there for the very purpose of enticing our guests to sit
down and stay. And she read, entirely oblivious of me ad of everything but what was before her on the page.
Others came, but still she took no notice. I do not know how long she sat there. But at length she came to me and said,
“I want this book. Only…it isn’t a book. It’s bread and wine for tired people like me.”

One of the many lovely gifts I’ve received during the month of October was this book about the poet and artist
Kahlil Gibran. It has been my good fortune to read this book, along with my treasured copy of The Prophet and to
reflect on many things this past month. One of the things I have reflected upon is my relationship with you all—this
church, this congregation, your friendship.

During October, you all took the time to send lovely and sometimes very funny cards that made me smile and
laugh. You gave sweet and tasty gifts and gifts that feed the soul and mind. You offered words of kindness and support,
many of those coming on days when I wasn’t always “feeling the love” from the world. Thank you.

Of late, the work of church has not been easy. Sometimes it hasn’t been much fun. Sometimes it’s been trying and
exhausting. But, like the lady in the story, the kindnesses shown by you have been bread and wine—life-renewing gifts
for tired people like me, and perhaps like you.

So, please accept my heartfelt thanks. And please know that I give thanks for each of you each day.

May God bless and keep you. I wish you peace.
Pastor Lynnette



Getting to know Savanna Cashion
For the past few months our church family has begun getting acquainted with our able 
and engaging administrative assistant, Savanna Cashion.

If you’ve spoken to Savanna on the phone you already appreciate her lovely voice and helpful 
manner, and if you’ve come into the office you may also have been given an extra treat in the 
form of Sasha, the Cashion family cockapoo.

Sasha, a petite little bundle of energy and affection who sometimes calls TUMC home, was a 
gift to Savanna’s daughter Sparrow when both child and puppy were two years old--and on 
November 17, Sparrow and Sasha will celebrate their 12th birthdays! Both Sasha and Pastor 
Lynnette’s younger (and much larger) pup, Jenna, are welcome visitors to the church office  
and seem to get along well, especially now that Sasha has come to grips with the size 
differential.

Over time, Savanna, Sparrow and Sasha have shared their home with all sorts of rescued creatures, including two cats, two 
rabbits, one guinea pig, one fish and one snake. The snake, “such a chill little guy,” she says, had suffered a massive injury, 
and after the vet put him back together, Savanna took it upon herself to administer oral antibiotics for three full months. He 
remained with the family for the next five years and was so relaxed that he even had a calming influence on Savanna’s 
students during her time teaching.

A love of nature came early. Savanna spent her first thirteen years on a farm in Ohio before moving to Polk County with her 
family. She graduated from Polk County High School, earned a degree in biology at Warren Wilson College and pursued 
biology-related coursework in two years of postgraduate study. She worked in the Polk County school system for a period 
of time before opting for a part-time schedule. What free time she has outside of family life is filled with independent 
research in environmental studies, an emerging interest in genealogy, and volunteering in animal rescue efforts.

Her interest and her commitment to our natural environment are strong, and Savanna is always glad to share access to some 
of the resources she has explored. She can be reached at the church office at 859-9218.

News and Notes

ThePageTurners
On November 16, The Page 
Turners book club will discuss The 
Witness Wore Red: The 19th 
Wife Who Brought Polygamous 
Cult Leaders to Justice, by Rebecca 
Musser.
Born into the FLDS, an extreme, 
isolated, polygamist sect of the 
Mormon faith, teenager Rebecca 
Musser was forced in marriage to 
the 85-year-old prophet; destined 

to be his 19th wife of 65.  After enduring years of violation, 
upon her husband's death, she escaped from his son,
Warren Jeffs, when he tried to force her to remarry. On 
behalf of her little sisters and other voiceless young girls 
trapped within that culture, Rebecca testified over 20 
times against cult leaders to bring evidence to light, and 
freedom to her people.
The Page Turners meet at 2:00 p.m. on the 
third Wednesday this month. You are always welcome, 
even if you haven’t read the book.

DREAMING. REFOCUSING. NEXT STEPS
POTLUCK LUNCH & CONVERSATION

Sunday, November 13, 2022
Fellowship Hall. 12:15 p.m.

Come enjoy a time of fellowship and a time
for beginning conversations on moving
forward in 2023 and beyond.

What does ministry look like for Tryon UMC
and how do we plan for our future as a
congregation committed to serving God and
neighbor? We know we have challenges.
This is a time for exploring solutions and
possibilities. Come with open minds, hearts,
and imaginations! Bring a side dish or
dessert. Church will provide meat and
drinks.



Dear Friends,

As Christmas 2022 approaches, we are reminded of some of the
loving and generous traditions that have emerged over the years
at Tryon UMC. We have reached out to others, both within our
church family and outside our walls, and we have also
remembered to express our love to Pastor Lynnette, PamMcNeil,
and Savanna Cashion, our church staff who serve us so ably.

On behalf of our Church Council, we invite you to join us once
again in contributing to a voluntary Christmas gift fund
established for our staff. Contributions will be accepted starting
Sunday November 27 and continuing through Sunday December
18, at which time the total money collected will be divided equally
and presented to Pastor Lynnette, Pam and Savanna. Please note
that contributions received after the December 18 deadline will be
credited to the staff gifts given the following year.

There will be a box on the church office table labeled STAFF
CHRISTMAS for you to leave your donation. For your convenience,
you can also place your donation into the locked mailbox outside
the church parking lot entrance or hand it to one of your lay
leaders on Sunday morning. If you are writing a check, please
make it payable to Tryon UMC with “Staff Gift” written on the
memo line.

Thank you so much and may God bless you and your loved ones
during this Christmas Season!

Jim Holly and PamMonterisi
Lay Leaders,Tryon UMC

Annual Christmas Card Exchange

Please join us in the

wonderful tradition of our

Annual Christmas Card

Exchange.

Here’s how you can be a
participant:

 You will find a list of church members in our
Church Directory. If you don’t have a
directory, you can pick one up outside the
church office.

 Tables will be set up in the hallway outside
the church office for you to bring the cards
you wish to give.

 A list of new folks who are not yet in our
directory will also be on the table and
available for you.

 Please bring your cards and pick up the cards
given to you by December 18th.

 This is a great way to give cards to church
members who can no longer attend worship.
It is also a lovely way to make a new
connection with a church member you may
not yet know.

 If you have any questions, please contact
Pam Monterisi, chair of the Nurture
Committee.

 All during the month of October, clients signed up to participate in the gift program, with Polk County children
ages 0 - 18 and senior citizens eligible to take part.

 Clients have reported that the introduction of gift cards to the Christmas Gift Program during the pandemic was a
huge hit and they will be continued this year. The gift card store list has been expanded to include Amazon & Belk.
As a reminder, other store gift card options include Dollar General, Family Dollar, GameStop, Old Navy, Target, and
Walmart.

 Toys for children 11 years old and under will still be collected. The most requested toys this year include: books,
Barbie dolls, craft kits, toys that light up, scooters & tricycles, nerf guns, legos, farm animals, musical toys, art supplies,
monster trucks, hot wheels, super hero toys, character toy and sports balls.

Tryon UMC has agreed to donate gift cards and toys for the children under 11 years of age. In order to prepare for the
Christmas Gift Distribution in early December, all donations need to be delivered to Outreach (134 White Drive, Columbus) by
November 28.

If you have questions or problems delivering your gift to Outreach by November 28, please contact Lynn Montgomery at 828-
817-4391.

Outreach Christmas Holiday Gift Program
Our friends at Outreach tell us that the recent chill in the air has everyone excited about the upcoming holiday

and they ’re preparing busily for their annual Christmas Gift Program.



Support the Ministries at Tryon UMC

Your offering and gifts to Tryon UMC make it
possible for us to do the work and ministry
God calls us to do in our community, as well as
continue the day-to-day operations of the
church. Here’s how you can give:

In-person during Sunday worship services.

Drop off your offering in our locked mailbox
outside the church office.

Give on-line with your credit card through
our website at www.tryonumc.org. Click on
the “giving” link to make your offering.

DECORATING FOR ADVENT
Sunday, November 20, 2022

We will begin decorating for Advent after
worship on Sunday, November 20th. A light
lunch of soup and sandwiches will be provided
for anyone who can stay and help out.
We will plan to decorate as much as we can
but will stop work between 2:00—2:30 p.m.
No particular skills are required…just a desire
to help make our spaces welcoming for the
seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.

THANKSGIVING
OFFICE SCHEDULE
The offices of Tryon
UMC will be closed
Thursday, November

24 and Friday,
November 25 in
observance of
Thanksgiving.
If you have

announcements that
need to be in the
November 27

bulletin, please send
those to Savanna by
Tuesday, November
22. The office will

close at 2:30 p.m. on
Wednesday,
November 23.

In-person worship is held each Sunday at 11:00 a.m.
in our Sanctuary.

In addition, you can view our recorded worship
service on our website at www.tryonumc.org. Use
the dropdown menu and select “Worship Video.”

Recorded services are also available on our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/tumctryon. Click the menu
item “video”.

Regular Gatherings

Men’s Groupmeets in the library on the first and third
Sundays. Contact Jim Holly (803-221-4276).

Comfort Shawls meets the second and fourth
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. If you don’t know how to knit or
loom, someone will be happy to show you. Contact
Jane Armstrong if you have questions.

AAMeetings: Meets on Monday evenings at 5:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.

Living Clean: Meets on Thursday evenings at 6:00
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Sisters in Service meet on the 2nd Monday of the
month at 1:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Sunday, November 20, 2022. 4:00 p.m. Tryon Estates Chapel

Plan to join us for a wonderful service that brings our community together for a service of thanksgiving. Worship will
be led by clergy from the Tryon Ministerial Association. Rev. Carl Wanamaker from St. Luke CME in Tryon will be our
proclaimer that afternoon. Please plan to attend and invite a friend to worship with us.

THANK YOU!

You are thoughtful, generous,
intentional servants. You heard
the needs. You responded. To
date, 27 households/42
individuals have pledged
$122,732 toward our operating
budget for 2023. Thank you for
your commitment to supporting
the ministries and operations of
Tryon UMC and for supporting
the ways we are called to serve
God’s people in Tryon and Polk
County. This commitment helps
leadership plan and work toward
wisely using these gifts for the
work and ministry of our church.

THANK YOU!

http://www.tryonumc.org
http://www.tryonumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/tumctryon


November
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs. Friday Sat.

1 2
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells

3
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean

4
10:00-Qi Gong

5

6
All Saints Sunday
9:45-Men’s Group
11:00-Worship

7
10:00-Qi Gong
5:30-AA mtg
6:00-UMMen Calvert’s

8
10:00-Comfort

Shawl

9
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells

10
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean

Carol McCall

11
10:00-Qi Gong

12

13
Communion
11:00-Worship

14
10:00-Qi Gong
1:00-Sisters in Service
5:30-AA mtg

15 16
2:00-Page Turners

5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells

17
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean
Savanna’s daughter

Sparrow

18
10:00-Qi Gong

19

20
Decorating for Advent
9:45-Men’s Group
11:00-Worship

Newsletter Deadline

21
10:00-Qi Gong
5:30-AA mtg

22
10:00-Comfort

Shawl

23
2:00-Page Turners
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells

24

Thanksgiving Day
Chuck and Virginia

Davis

25
10:00-Qi Gong

Jackson Bunn
Mark Dacey

26

27
11:00-Worship

28
10:00-Qi Gong
5:30-AA mtg

29 30
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells
Charlotte Holly

31
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean

December
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurs. Friday

1
4:30-Girl Scouts

6:00-Living Clean

2
10:00-Qi Gong

3

4
Communion
9:45-Men’s Group
11:00-Worship

5
10:00-Qi Gong
5:30-AA mtg
6:00-UMMen Calvert’s

6 7
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells
Harry Strider

8
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean

9
10:00-Qi Gong

10

11
11:00-Worship

12
10:00-Qi Gong
1:00-Sisters in Service
5:30-AA mtg

13
10:00-Comfort
Shawl

14
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells
Frank Monterisi

15
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean
David and Jackie
Palmer

16
10:00-Qi Gong
Christine
Glover

17

18
9:45-Men’s Group
11:00-Worship

19
10:00-Qi Gong
5:30-AA mtg

20
Newsletter
deadline

21
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells

22
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean
Phil and Joyce Goree

23
10:00-Qi Gong

24

25
Christmas Day

26
10:00-Qi Gong
5:30-AA mtg

27
10:00-Comfort
Shawl

28
2:00-Page Turners
5:00-Choir
6:00-Handbells
Mike Justiss

29
4:30-Girl Scouts
6:00-Living Clean

30
10:00-Qi Gong

31

Johnny &
Beth
Cochran

Calendar

Church-wide meeting

4:00-Dinner at Tryon Est.

Service of Darkness
& Light

Christmas
Eve
Service



Thank you to everyone who helped
make the Italian Dinner a success,
especially our hard working volunteers
from Sisters in Service, United Methodist
Men, and the Girl Scouts. We were able
to enjoy a lovely evening of fellowship
and delicious food, while raising much
needed funds for our church. The United
Methodist Men sponsor this wonderful
Girl Scout Troop #20124 and they look
forward to many more years of this
community partnership.




